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Summer Reading List 2021
Students Entering 7th Grade
The Crown’s Game by Evelyn Skye (historical fantasy)
Vika Andreyeva can summon the snow and turn ash into gold. Nikolai Karimov can see through walls and conjure
bridges out of thin air. They are enchanters—the only two in Russia—and with the Ottoman Empire and the Kazakhs
threatening, the tsar needs a powerful enchanter by his side.
And so he initiates the Crown’s Game, an ancient duel of magical skill—the greatest test an enchanter will ever know. The
victor becomes the Imperial Enchanter and the tsar’s most respected adviser. The defeated is sentenced to death.
Raised on tiny Ovchinin Island her whole life, Vika is eager for the chance to show off her talent in the grand capital of
Saint Petersburg. But can she kill another enchanter—even when his magic calls to her like nothing else ever has?
For Nikolai, an orphan, the Crown’s Game is the chance of a lifetime. But his deadly opponent is a force to be reckoned
with—beautiful, whip-smart, imaginative—and he can’t stop thinking about her.
And when Pasha, Nikolai’s best friend and heir to the throne, also starts to fall for the mysterious enchantress, Nikolai
must defeat the girl they both love…or be killed himself.
As long-buried secrets emerge, threatening the future of the empire, it becomes dangerously clear—the Crown’s Game is
not one to lose.

Ground Zero by Alan Gratz (historical)
It's September 11, 2001. Brandon, a 9-year-old boy, goes to work for the day with his dad . . . at the World Trade Center in
New York City. When two planes hit the towers, Brandon and his father are trapped inside a fiery nightmare as terror and
confusion swirl around them. Can they escape -- and what will the world be like when they do?
In present-day Afghanistan, Reshmina is an 11-year-old girl who is used to growing up in the shadow of war, but she has
dreams of peace and unity. When she ends up harboring a wounded young American soldier, she and her entire family
are put in mortal danger. But Reshmina also learns something surprising about the roots of this endless war.

I’d Tell You I Love You but Then I’d Have to Kill You by Ally Carter (mystery)
Cammie Morgan is a student at the Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Young Women, a fairly typical all-girls
school—that is, if every school taught advanced martial arts in PE and the latest in chemical warfare in science, and
students received extra credit for breaking CIA codes in computer class. The Gallagher Academy might claim to be a
school for geniuses, but it's really a school for spies. Even though Cammie is fluent in fourteen languages and capable of
killing a man in seven different ways, she has no idea what to do when she meets an ordinary boy who thinks she's an
ordinary girl. Sure, she can tap his phone, hack into his computer, or track him through town with the skill of a real
"pavement artist"—but can she maneuver a relationship with someone who can never know the truth about her?
Cammie Morgan may be an elite spy-in-training, but in her sophomore year, she's on her most dangerous
mission—falling in love.

The Line Tender ** by Kate Allen (realistic)
Wherever the sharks led, Lucy Everhart’s marine-biologist mother was sure to follow. In fact, she was on a boat far off
the coast of Massachusetts, preparing to swim with a Great White, when she died suddenly. Lucy was eight. Since then
Lucy and her father have done OK—thanks in large part to her best friend, Fred, and a few close friends and neighbors.
But June of her twelfth summer brings more than the end of school and a heat wave to sleepy Rockport. On one steamy
day, the tide brings a Great White—and then another tragedy, cutting short a friendship everyone insists was
“meaningful” but no one can tell Lucy what it all meant. To survive the fresh wave of grief, Lucy must grab the line that
connects her depressed father, a stubborn fisherman, and a curious old widower to her mother’s unfinished research. If
Lucy can find a way to help this unlikely quartet follow the sharks her mother loved, she’ll finally be able to look beyond
what she’s lost and toward what’s left to be discovered.
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Love & Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch (realistic)
“I made the wrong choice.”
Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany, but she isn’t in the mood for Italy’s famous sunshine and fairy-tale landscape.
She’s only there because it was her mother’s dying wish that she get to know her father. But what kind of father isn’t
around for sixteen years? All Lina wants to do is go back home.
But then she is given a journal that her mom had kept when she lived in Italy. Suddenly Lina’s uncovering a magical world
of secret romances, art, and hidden bakeries. A world that inspires her, along with the ever-so-charming Ren, to follow in
her mother’s footsteps and unearth a secret that has been kept for far too long. It’s a secret that will change everything
she knew about her mother, her father—and even herself.
People come to Italy for love and gelato, someone tells her, but sometimes they discover much more

The Maze Runner by James Dashner (dystopian)
If you ain’t scared, you ain’t human.
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys
whose memories are also gone.
Nice to meet ya, shank. Welcome to the Glade.
Outside the towering stone walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no
one’s ever made it through alive.
Everything is going to change.
Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying.
Remember. Survive. Run.

The Selection by Kiera Cass (dystopian)
For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape the life laid out for them since
birth. To be swept up in a world of glittering gowns and priceless jewels. To live in a palace and compete for the heart of
gorgeous Prince Maxon.
But for America Singer, being Selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love with Aspen, who is a
caste below her. Leaving her home to enter a fierce competition for a crown she doesn't want. Living in a palace that is
constantly threatened by violent rebel attacks.
Then America meets Prince Maxon. Gradually, she starts to question all the plans she's made for herself—and realizes
that the life she's always dreamed of may not compare to a future she never imagined.

Words on Fire by Jennifer A. Nielsen (historical)
Danger is never far from Audra's family farm in Lithuania. She always avoids the occupying Russian
Cossack soldiers, who insist that everyone must become Russian -- they have banned Lithuanian books,
religion, culture, and even the language. But Audra knows her parents are involved in something secret and
perilous.

** Rebecca Caudill 2022 Nominee - The Rebecca Caudill award is Illinois’ annual readers choice award for students grades 4-8
Cover Images and Book Summaries provided by GoodReads.com

